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Meeting Minutes




      September 21, 2011

President Mitzi Sandman called the meeting to order at 6:33pm. 23 members attended; their names appear at the end of these minutes.

President’s Report-Mitzi Sandman
· A motion to approve the minutes was made and seconded. A vote was taken and the minutes were unanimously approved.

· The new 2011-2012 Board Members were introduced as follows:

Mitzi Sandman, President

Matt Gadbaw, Vice President

Jason Wissmiller, Treasurer
Beth Gish, Secretary

Ways and Means: OPEN

Melissa McGillivray, Volunteer Co-Coordinator

Volunteer Co-Coordinator: OPEN

Jimme Perkins, Past President

Jimme Perkins moved to nominate Jennifer Reynolds for open Volunteer Co-Coordinator position and Lori Lavey for open Ways and Means position. The motion was seconded and those present unanimously approved both appointments.

Treasurer’s Report-Jason Wissmiller

· Budget overview and update: the annual Jogathon is the largest fundraiser of the upcoming school year. Targeted goal is to net $40,500 this year. There are budgeted expenses of $50,455 for the year, therefore at some point during the year we will need to have additional fundraising to make up the difference.
· Break Even Events: Roster, sales items, sock hop, carnival, 5th grade party, room parties.

· Other annually budgeted items include $300 given to each classroom teacher for learning and teacher support. A check will be cut this month to each teacher.

· Budget of $8K for technology

Questions for Jason:

The $800 raised from Box Tops program from last school year…where does it go? 

Answer: the funds go to the RP PTO into the general fund and are listed under the “other income” category.

The SCRIP program that has just been introduced this month, tell us more about it.

Answer: SCRIP is a zero income item for the PTO. Monies go directly to teachers and should go under the “break even” events category on the budget. Each teacher will need to account for funds they receive with a request form and receipts. The overall goal of the program is to bring in an additional $10K for teacher classroom expenses.

Jogathon-Brandi Wachs

The Jogathon will be held Thursday, October 6, 2011 this year, rain or shine. The only thing that will cancel the event is thunder/lightning or severe weather conditions. If it is just rain, we’ll still run. It is a one day event this year as opposed to 2 days in past years. We will be emphasizing school spirit, and wearing the school colors: Blue and Orange.
The event will be kicked off with an all school assembly on 9/22. 4 Timbers ambassadors will do some interactive stuff on stage with the students. The students will have two weeks to collect pledges and then run on October 6th. Then they will have two weeks after they run to collect all their pledged money and turn it in to the school by 10/21/11. 

There will be lots of prizes:


All school frozen treat party if goal of $40,500 is met, $150 pledge party, $300 pledge party, $500 pledge limo to lunch party, and $1000 per family will earn their name on the track or an engraved brick in the school garden.

Could still use some volunteer help with the party committee and if you are interested in “day of event” volunteering you can sign up in the office. Please consider helping; we could still use 10-15 more people on the day of event.

Scrip Program-Danielle Wissmiller

This is the first year we have done a SCRIP program at Raleigh Park. It is a merchant fundraiser where each merchant give a percentage of the sale to Raleigh Park. There is a list of participating retailers. There is no cost to the school and it is a means to open up fundraising for the school to more families. Your child’s teacher will have an account that SCRIP funds will go into. 100% profit to the teacher’s account. There is no online format available at this time. Forms will be available in the rounder by the cafeteria and in office. SCRIP orders are due in each Tuesday and then gift cards will be sent home with your child the following Friday. In order to participate, you will need to also sign a waiver (one time) releasing SCRIP and RP from loss of cards.
It was suggested that we track totals brought in by SCRIP and publish those in the school newsletter and the budget and PTO minutes.

One member knew of another school where there was a table set up and staffed in the front hall by volunteers once per week for parents to purchase their SCRIP.

It was requested that the SCRIP form and more information about the program be put on the RP website. Many thanks to the Wissmiller for piloting this program!

Fork It Over Program-Debbie Plawner

This is a volunteer/community service opportunity for parents in our school. This program works with the Beaverton School District to capture surplus food that has been prepared in school cafeterias and would otherwise be tossed out and deliver it to the Sunshine Pantry in Beaverton. The Sunshine Pantry feeds approximately 1000 people per week.

Volunteers can choose a route, for example to pick up at Raleigh Park, Raleigh Hills, and Montclair and then deliver to the Sunshine Pantry. Pick ups are done twice a week (Wed and Fri.) and you can choose virtually any route it the district. For more information you can email forkitoverbsd@gmail.com or go to the website www.volunteerspot.com
Additionally, Debbie is heading up the Box Tops program this year and would like to make $1000 this year. Last year $800 was earned through Box Tops. She would like to capitalize on the Valentine’s Day theme and possibly send cards (which she will have printed and donated) to family and friend of RP students to ask them to send in their collected Box Tops.
Volunteer Update

Melissa McGillivray and Jenn Reynolds are co-coordinators this year. Currently open positions are:

Translation coordinator

Carnival chair

5th Grade Tile coordinator

Art Literacy Kiln Shadow

Chess Club Coordinator

Garden Co-Coordinator

We also need Art Literacy classroom volunteers/leads for the following classes:

Wagner

Andrews

Baumgartner

Davies

Paz

Heinrichs

Heinrichs also needs a room parent.

Debbie Plawner volunteered to be the Art Lit lead for Davies and Kristin Johanson volunteered to be the Art Lit lead for Paz.

To volunteer please contact Melissa or Jenn.

Principal’s Report-Glen Rutherford

· Flyers for Compassion For Beaverton were handed out…this is a program which provides a free Medical and Dental Clinic on Saturday, 10/1/11 9am-4pm at Meadow Park Middle School. 14100 SW Downing Street, Beaverton, OR near Murray and Walker. First come, first served, limited to available time slots. Sign-ups begin at the school at 8am.
· We’ve had a very smooth and great start to the school year. Thanks for the continued support from the PTO and our wonderful parent volunteers. 

· General Information to Share:

There has been a reduction in staffing at RP from 14 full time classroom teachers to 13. This is due to budget deficits in funding which are both at the state level and the district level. What this means to RP is we have blended a 3rd/4th grade classroom and then have two straight 3rd grade and two straight 4th grade classrooms. There are 30+ kids in each of these five classrooms to date. The district is looking at our situation and has put RP on a “watch list” to receive another teacher. If we get another teacher assigned to RP, which will be determined by 9/30/11, we most likely would place the new teacher in a 3rd grade classroom. Mr. Ecker would then convert to teaching only 4th graders. Students would be shifted to even out class sizes to 25-26 students per room. Mr. Rutherford will take input from staff only to assess which students will move. The process for gaining a teacher is:

Another school in the district will give up a teacher in order to give us a teacher. The giving school principal will provide 2 teachers’ names and then the receiving school’s principal looks at resumes and makes decision based on that. All teachers are highly qualified. Glen will notify parents when he knows more.
Title One Status: there are 2 sets of operating procedures. 1) If your school has 35% free and reduced lunch population, you may qualify for federal funding that comes into the Beaverton District. 2) The Beaverton District does not disburse funds for programs to support your school unless you have a minimum of 40% free and reduced lunch students.

The question is how do we create equity for schools with Title I status which are 35%+? Currently Raleigh Park Elementary is at 35% free and reduced lunch level.

There is a No Child Left Behind Committee within our district that looks at Title I status and determines who gets support and what the minimum criteria are for the support. Next year the NCLB will change and how the district looks at money and how they distribute money (federal) will change.

It is important to identify kids who need support and then provide the support within a non-school wide program, or targeted program. Targeted instruction helps raise the entire floor of achievement, then the ceiling of achievement raises as well. A targeted strategy would carry over from year to year, focusing on K-2 to close the gap within that time frame, before 3rd grade. Less money would come in from a targeted program, but there is much more freedom with the funds and how you may use them to support learning. It’s also possible to build a targeted program to be funded by the PTO.

Local Option Levy will be on the November 8th ballot as measure #34-193. The measure will attempt to secure voter approval. If approved, it would provide $14-15M per year for 5 years directly to classrooms. Over the last 4 years there has been a budget reduction of $105M. 2012-2013 projections show a $24-37M shortfall. This equates to a loss of 200 teachers district-wide or a cut of approximately 3.5 weeks of instruction. In order to vote on this levy, you must be a registered voter by the 3rd week in October. On the district website there is information on what it would equate to in cost per household if the levy passes.
There will be a formal effort to inform voters about the levy. October 22: canvassing door to door. October 18th and November 1st: phone calling. Melissa McGillivray will be heading up this effort.

New Business

· Mitzi Sandman will invite the new superintendent to a PTO meeting.

· Kristin Johanson will be heading up the annual effort to support the Beaverton Clothes Closet. On Wed. 10/19 we will need parent volunteers to work 2 hour shifts (between 9-4). Lost and found items from the schools are brought to the closet and once per year families in need within the district are able to “shop” for clothing items for free. Volunteers needed; please contact Kristin at 503-292-2492 if you are able to help.

Meeting adjourned at 7:56pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Beth Gish
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